



TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING




FEBRUARY 11, 2026
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Website: www.townofwindhamny.com
Present: Deputy Supervisor: Wayne E. Van Valin

   Councilmen: Ian Peters, Stephen Walker & Kurt Goettsche

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Absent: Supervisor Thomas F. Hoyt-called in by telephone to listen only

Also Present: Highway Superintendent Robert “BJ” Murray, Delaware Engineering Kevin Schwenzfeier & Noah Eckstein from the OverLook News (nonprofit newspaper) Woodstock, NY
The Deputy Supervisor called the public hearing to order at 6:50 p.m. and Councilman Goettsche opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Deputy Supervisor Wayne E. Van Valin read the following notice allowed: “NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing shall be held before the Town Board of the Town of Windham at the Windham Town Hall, 371 State Rt. 296, Hensonville, NY on February 11, 2026 at 6:50 p.m. to amend Local Law #2 of 2007 for the Town of Windham Subdivision Law. The proposed amendment to eliminate the restriction that currently limits the number of extensions of time the Town of Windham Planning Board may grant for a conditional plat approval. All persons wishing to speak upon this matter shall be heard at this time.  Copies of the proposed law shall be available at the Town Clerk’s Office located at 371 State Rt. 296, Hensonville, NY during normal business hours. By Order of the Windham Town Board. Bonnie Poehmel Town Clerk Dated: January 21, 2026.”

No one from the public was present for the public hearing.  Public Hearing was recessed at 6:55 pm, by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.

Public Hearing was reconvened at 7:00 pm, by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
THE REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING was opened at 7:00 pm.
THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2026, TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 3 in favor, one absent and Councilman Goettsche has abstained as he was absent for this meeting.
1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: Kevin Schwenzfeier was here to speak to the Town Board about the WWTP update and requested a Town Board Resolution for SEQRA report.   Kevin handed out paperwork for the Board to review. The SEQRA is for “construction of a septage receiving station housed in a new building, a 20,000 gallon septage holding tank, and a septage transfer pumping station to introduce septage into the WWTP.  Minor upgrades to the hydraulics in the headworks and primary clarifiers. Dated and signed by the Town Supervisor on October 10, 2025.” Kevin Schwenzfeier Senior Planner for Delaware Engineering will be working on this project with the Town Board.  The Town Board has reviewed the draft for TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #41 OF 2026: “SEPTAGE RECEIVING STATION STUDY INTENT TO DECLARE LEAD AGENCY UNDER SEQRA”   A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Deputy Supervisor/Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent. A motion to allow the Supervisor to sign this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. 

2.WINDHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY requesting permission to use Centre Property February 3, @ 3-4pm Winter Wonderland Workshop with Carol Spear (Grades 1 & 2).  A motion to approve 
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was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent; February 7, @ 10:30-12 noon Junk Journaling Workshop with Jen Grinnell.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.
3.CATSKILL MOUNTAIN SHAKESPEARE seeking permission to use the Centre Property on April 14, 2026 for a performance for the WAJ middle and high school students. “Frank Wildermann , Managing Director of Catskill Mountain Shakespeare, a local non-profit theater devoted to bringing vibrant and professional classic works to the Catskills. We are launching our 3rd Annual Community Tour of Shakespeare’s Hamlet in Spring of this year and will traveling around the Catskills for 3 weeks to local schools and community venues.”  Councilman Goettsche would like a Certificate of Liability prior to the performance.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent.
4.APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF RESIDENCE: Laurel P. Strait is a Windham residence and will be attending the Fingerlakes Community College in 2026.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.
5.LETTER OF MUNICIPAL CONSENT FOR FILMING Clash Productions Inc. a small film crew will be filming a motion picture on February 14- 20, 2026 in the Town of Windham.  A motion to approve the filming company and give permission to the Supervisor to sign the letter was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.

6.ACCEPT RESIGNATION/RETIREMENT of Thomas Poelker Planning Board Chairperson effective immediately.  There is now one vacant seat on the planning board.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor.  Councilman Walker would like a letter written to Mr. Poelker for his years of service.    The Town Board would like Lisa Jaeger to be the tentative acting chairperson until someone else has been chosen.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.
7.GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #11-26: SEQRA Declaration and Approving Recommendation for including Land into Agricultural District No. 124; GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #12-26: Authorizing Municipalities to participate in County Highway Purchases.
8.JUSTICE REPORT FOR January 2026: Justice Carreras $1,178.00, was noted by the Board.
9.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #27 OF 2026: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Sewer District accounts for 2026.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. INVESTMENTS: TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #28 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $400,000.00 earned of Highway Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #29 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $50,000.00 earned of Highway Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #30 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $100,000.00 earned of Library Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #31 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $130,000.00 earned of Water District Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #32 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $60,000.00 earned of Water District Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the Greene County Commercial Bank, Catskill, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #33 OF 2026: to 
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authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $60,000.00 earned of Sidewalk Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #34 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $30,000.00 earned of Sewer #2 Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 90 days at the National Bank of Coxsackie, Cairo, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #35 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $50,000.00 earned Capital Sewer EDU Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 90 days at the National Bank of Coxsackie, Cairo, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #36 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $210,000.00 earned of Water Improvement Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #37 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $50,000.00 earned of UDAG Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #38 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $25,000.00 earned of Capital Water Equipment Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the National Bank Coxsackie, Cairo, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #39 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to invest the sum of $300,000.00 earned of Ambulance Fund Money in a Certificate of Deposit for 60 days at the NBT Bank, Windham, NY.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #40 OF 2026: to accept the Sewer District Billing for 2026 in the amount of $265,171.34 for 470 general accounts and $23,700.00 for 79 Crystal Pond Accounts; with a total billed of $288,871.34 for a total of 549 accounts.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. AMBULANCE DISTRICT FUND RESOLUTION #4 OF 2026: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Ambulance Fund accounts for 2026.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.  GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #3 OF 2026: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund accounts for 2026.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.
10.AMBULANCE REPORT:  Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie would like the Town Board to consider her recommendation and Mr. Burgher’s letter written to the Board to rehire Matthew Burgher as part-time paramedic.  A motion to approve Mr. Burgher was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
11.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Robert “BJ” Murray was present for his report to the Board.  The following was discussed “Snow Operations & Public Compliance: The January 25th, 2026 storm was handled effectively, largely credited to strong public communication.” Highway Superintendent Murray would like to discuss more of snow parking policies with the Board.  There is a lack of signage & law enforcement regarding Local Law #2 of 2005. Greene County Highway Dept is willing to help the town with the placement of signs on State Route 23 and State Route 296.  “The Library building has ice issue. Recurring ice buildup on the library ramp is being addressed. There is a damaged water fire hydrant near Prominence Restaurant which was likely struck by a plow; it was bleeding out and could not be shut off. This hydrant will need repairs or replacement in spring 2026.  The highway dept continues to assist with various freeze-ups and minor utility issues throughout the town.”
12.POLICE REPORT 

13.COMMITTEE REPORT: Councilman Walker will be attending the CWT Meeting on February 16, 2026 in Arkville, NY. The CWC is resupplying their funding for 2026. Deputy Supervisor/Councilman Van Valin has nothing to report on at this time.  Councilman Peters is 
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working on updating the Solar Law.  He is hoping to have a draft ready for the next meeting. Councilman Goettsche has nothing to report on at this time. 
The public hearing for Local Law #1 of 2026 “Amendment of Subdivision Law #2 of 2007” with no public comment has been closed at 7:27 pm with a motion made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent.
A motion to approve Local Law #1 of 2026 “Amendment of Subdivision Law #2 of 2007” at 7:27 pm has been approved by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor one absent.
ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS February 11, 2026 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #3-G contained vouchers #82-131, totaling $157,739.63 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman        Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #3 contained vouchers #22-39, totaling $40,481.67 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman              Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #3 contained vouchers #28-42, totaling $66,857.52 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

STREETLIGHTING FUND WARRANT #2 contained vouchers #11-19, totaling $2,446.07 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman     Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.
SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE DISTRICT WARRANT #1 contained voucher #1, totaling $2.07  was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

AMBULANCE FUND WARRANT #3 contained vouchers #23-42, totaling $54,602.77 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman    Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #3-P General payroll contained 6 claims, totaling $9,604.40 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.  Ambulance payroll contained 17 claims, totaling $25,195.99 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent. Police payroll contained 8 claims, totaling $13,131.67 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #3-P contained 6 claims, totaling $16,198.50 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman         Peters, with 4 in favor, one absent.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: none were given.
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.
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Absent Supervisor 
Thomas F. Hoyt
____________________
____________________
____________________

SUPERVISOR

DEPUTY SUPERVISOR/      COUNCILMAN

COUNCILMAN



____________________
____________________
____________________

COUNCILMAN

COUNCILMAN

TOWN CLERK

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


